
USDA URGES PRODUCERS TO COMPLETE AND RETURN THE 2012 

CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE 

 

The USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) mailed 

the 2012 Census of Agriculture during the last week of December 

and is asking for the help of farmers and ranchers in collecting accu-

rate data.   

 

The Census of Agriculture is conducted once every five years and 

captures a count of all U.S. farms, ranches and those who operate 

them. Everyone who receives a Census form is required to return the Census form, even if they no longer 

farm or have never been involved in agriculture.  

 

Results of the Census are used by USDA, university research and extension, state and local officials, agri-

businesses, farm organizations and commodity groups to make important policy and business decisions that 

impact people across the nation.  

 

Please return the Census by February 4, 2013. Producers can also complete the Census online at 

www.agcensus.usda.gov after receiving the Census form through the mail. Information reported by producers 

is confidential. The results of the Census show the strength and diversity of U.S. agriculture.  

Your answers to the Census can help grow our farm future, shape farm programs and boost services for you, 

your community and your industry.  

 

For questions or help completing the Census, contact NASS at (888) 424-7828. 

USDA DESIGNATES 19 NEW MEXICO COUNTIES 

AS DISASTER AREAS DUE TO DROUGHT 

 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack on January 9, 

2013 designated 19 counties in New Mexico as pri-

mary natural disaster areas due to drought and heat, 

making all qualified farm operators in the areas eli-

gible for low-interest emergency loans. This is the 

first disaster designation made for New Mexico by 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture in 2013. 

 

A natural disaster designation makes all qualified 

farm operators in the designated areas eligible for 

low interest emergency loans. During times of need, 

USDA has historically responded to disasters across 

the country by providing direct support, disaster 

assistance, technical assistance, and access to credit. 

USDA's low-interest emergency loans have helped 

producers recover from losses due to drought and 

other natural disasters for decades. The interest rate 

on emergency loans currently stands at 2.250 per-

cent, providing a competitive, much-needed resource 

for producers hoping to recover from production and 

physical losses associated with natural disasters. 
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DISASTER ASSISTANCE SIGN-UP 

FOR 2011 LOSSES 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) will con-

tinue to accept SURE applications for 2011 

crop losses through June 7, 2013. Under the 

2008 Farm Bill, SURE authorizes assistance 

to farmers and ranchers who suffered crop 

losses caused by natural disasters occurring 

through Sept. 30, 2011.  

 

During 2011, 32 New Mexico counties re-

ceived a Secretarial Disaster Designation, 

whether primary or contiguous, and producers are eligible to apply 

for SURE benefits if they experienced at least a 10 percent produc-

tion loss that affects one crop of economic significance. 

 

To meet program eligibility requirements, producers must have ob-

tained a policy or plan of insurance through the Federal Crop Insur-

ance Corporation or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 

(NAP) coverage for all economically significant crops. Eligible 

farmers and ranchers who meet the definition of a socially disadvan-

taged, limited resource or beginning farmer or rancher do not have to 

meet this requirement. Forage crops intended for grazing are not 

eligible for SURE benefits.  

 

LDPS FOR UNSHORN LAMB PELTS 

Eligible producers have until Jan. 31, 2013, to apply for Loan Defi-

ciency Payments (LDP) for unshorn pelts produced during the 2012 

crop year. 

 

Eligible producers must have beneficial interest in the pelts, owned 

the lamb for at least 30 calendar days before the date of slaughter 

and sell the unshorn lamb for immediate slaughter. Producers must 

also comply with wetland conservation and highly erodible land con-

servation provisions on all lands they operate or have interest in. 

 

To qualify for payment, pelts must have been produced by an eligi-

ble producer from live unshorn lambs of domestic origin in the 

United States. 

 

HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND AND WETLAND COMPLIANCE 

Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive pay-

ments from USDA, compliance with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) 

and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions is required. Farmers 

with HEL determined soils must apply tillage, crop residue, and rota-

tion requirements as specified in their conservation plan.   

Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or 

drainage projects to insure compliance. If you intend to clear any 

trees to create new cropland, these areas will need to be reviewed to 

ensure any work will not jeopardize your eligibility for benefits.  

Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 Highly 

Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 

(WC) Certification to determine whether a referral to Natural Re-

sources Conservation Service (NRCS) is necessary.    
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Non-Insurable Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 

NAP is a federally funded program that helps producers reduce their 

risk when growing food and fiber crops, specialty crops and crops 

for livestock feed. These benefits are only available for crops for 

which the catastrophic level of crop insurance is not available.  Ap-

plication for coverage must be filed by the applicable crop’s applica-

tion closing date.    

 

Production records for all crops must be reported to FSA no later 

than the acreage reporting date for the crop for the following 

year.  FSA requires that any production reported in a loss year be 

verifiable according to Agency specifications. NAP Losses must be 

reported within 15 days of the date the loss became apparent. 

 

The following 2013 crops have a NAP application closing date of: 

 

2009 AND 2010 AVERAGE ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME COMPLI-

ANCE REVIEW 

The AGI verification and compliance reviews for 2009 and 2010 are 

coming to a close. Compliance reviews were conducted on producers 

that the IRS indicated may have exceeded the adjusted gross income 

limitations described in [7 CFR 1400.500]. Based on this review, 

producers received determinations of eligibility or ineligibility. 

  

If the producer was determined to have exceeded the AGI limitation 

of $500,000 of nonfarm income, $750,000 of farm income or $1 

million of conservation program benefits, then receivables were es-

tablished for payments earned directly or indirectly by the producer 

subject to the applicable limitation. These reviews and determina-

tions were made by the New Mexico FSA State Office. If you have 

any concerns about the review or determination, please contact the 

New Mexico FSA State Office at (505) 761-4900. Producers who 

received initial debt notification letters may only appeal the amount 

of the debt to their local FSA office. 

January 31 February 1 March 15 April 15 

Alfalfa Cabbage Beans Basil 

Cucumbers Carrots Dry Peas Beets 

Grass Spinach/Greens Corn Broccoli 

Mixed Forage   Millet Cantaloupe 

Pecans   Potatoes Cauliflower 

Peppers   Sorghum Cilantro 

    Soybeans Eggplant 

    Squash Gourds 

    Sunflowers Honeydew 

    Tomatoes Okra 

      Pumpkins 

      Strawberries 

      Turnips 

      Watermelon 

IRS 1099 CHANGES: In past years, IRS Form 1099-G was issued to show all program payments received from the Farm Service Agency, regardless of 

the amount. For calendar year 2012, the 1099-G reporting will change. 

 

IRS Form 1099-G (Report of Payments to Producers) will only be issued to producers whose reportable payments total $600 or more for the calendar year.  Ad-

ditionally, if the producer has at least $600 in reportable payments received from multiple FSA offices, only one Form 1099-G will be issued. Producers subject 

to voluntary withholding or backup (involuntary) withholding will receive the appropriate IRS form, even if combined payments are less than $600.   

 

The same changes will apply to producers and vendors who normally receive IRS Form 1099-MISC from FSA.   



MARKETING ASSISTANCE LOANS (MALS)  

Short-term financing is available by obtaining low interest commod-

ity loans for eligible harvested production. A nine-month MAL pro-

vides financing that allows producers to store production for later 

marketing. The crop may be stored on the farm or in the warehouse.  

 

Loans are available for producers who share in the risk of producing 

the eligible commodity and maintain beneficial interest in the crop 

through the duration of the loan.  Beneficial interest means retaining 

the ability to make decisions about the commodity, responsibility for 

loss because of damage to the commodity and title to the commod-

ity. Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, it is ineligible for 

a loan, even if you regain beneficial interest. 

 

FINAL AVAILABILITY DATES FOR MARKETING ASSISTANCE 

LOANS & LOAN DEFICIENCY PAYMENTS 

January 31-Peanuts, Unshorn Pelts, Wool 

March 31-Honey, Oats, Wheat 

May 31 -Corn, Cotton, Grain Sorghum, Rice, Soybeans 

 

*Unshorn pelts are not eligible for MALs 

 

FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOAN PROGRAM 

The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFL) allows producers 

of eligible commodities to obtain low-interest financing to build or 

upgrade farm storage and handling facilities.  

 

The new maximum principal amount of a loan through FSFL is 

$500,000. Participants are now required to provide a down payment 

of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for the remaining 85 per-

cent of the net cost of the eligible storage facility and permanent 

drying and handling equipment. Additional security is required for 

poured-cement open-bunker silos, renewable biomass facilities, cold 

storage facilities, hay barns and for all loans exceeding $100,000. 

New loan terms of seven, 10 or 12 years are available depending on 

the amount of the loan. Interest rates for each term rate may be dif-

ferent and are based on the rate which CCC borrows from the Treas-

ury Department. 

 

Payments are available in the form of a partial disbursement and the 

remaining final disbursement. The partial disbursement will be avail-

able after a portion of the construction has been completed. The final 

fund disbursement will be made when all construction is completed. 

The maximum amount of the partial disbursement will be 50 percent 

of the projected and approved total loan amount. 
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DIRECT AND GUARANTEED LOANS:  

The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family farmers 

with loans to meet their farm credit needs.  If you are having diffi-

culty obtaining the financing you need for your farm, or regularly 

borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are currently avail-

able.   

 

RURAL YOUTH LOANS:  

FSA makes loans to rural youths to establish and operate Ag related 

income-producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and 

other agricultural groups.  

 

BEGINNING FARMER LOANS:  

FSA has a program to assist beginning 

farmers and/or members of socially dis-

advantaged groups to finance agricultural 

enterprises.  

 

LOANS FOR SOCIALLY DISADVAN-

TAGED:  

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to 

begin or continue in agriculture production.   

 

IN NEW MEXICO 19 COUNTIES ARE ELIGIBLE FOR FSA  

EMERGENCY LOANS 

As of January 9,  2013, 19 counties in New Mexico were declared a 

disaster with the Fast Track Secretarial Disaster Designation process. 

 

The disaster designation was a direct result of several program im-

provements announced by Secretary Vilsack on January 9, 2013. The 

program improvements include a streamlined Secretarial Disaster 

Designation, known as Fast Track, which automatically qualifies a 

disaster county once it is categorized as a severe drought for eight 

weeks according to the U.S Drought Monitor. Other improvements 

include a reduced interest rate for emergency loans. 

 

In New Mexico 19 counties are eligible to apply for low-interest 

emergency (EM) loans. Emergency loans help producers recover 

from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding and 

other natural disasters or quarantine. The current emergency loan 

interest rate is 2.250 percent.  

 

Producers have eight months from the date of the declaration to ap-

ply for emergency loan assistance. Emergency loan applications will 

be accepted through September 9, 2013, for production and physical 

losses.  

 

FSA CONSERVATION LOANS AVAILABLE  

FSA Guaranteed Conservation Loan funds are now available. Conservation loans allow farmers and ranchers to implement conservation practices 

on their land that will help protect natural resources. Guaranteed Conservation Loans are a useful alternative to help operators implement any 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) approved conservation practice including, but not limited to, waste management systems, con-

servation structures or water conservation measures.  

 

Unlike other FSA guaranteed loan programs, Conservation Loans are not limited to family size farms.  

 

The Guaranteed Conservation Loan limit is $1,302,000 and interest rates and terms will vary. The maximum guarantee FSA can issue is 75 per-

cent. A streamlined application process is available for applicants with a strong financial position.  

 
Interested applicants who do not already have a conservation plan approved by NRCS should work with their local NRCS staff to develop a con-

servation plan. As with other guarantees, lenders can reduce risk, increase liquidity and offer lower rates by selling the guaranteed portion in the 

secondary market.  



Chaves County:     
Michael W. Marley - LAA 1 
  
 
Colfax County:     
Robert W. Gillespie - LAA 3  
 
 
Curry County:     
Lonnie F. Sultemeier - LAA 2  
  

 
De Baca County:     
Rodney T. McClain - LAA 3 
  
 
Dona Ana County:     
Joe Corona - LAA 3 
 
 
Eddy County:     
Lex Klein - LAA1 
  
 
Guadalupe County:     
Eduardo Cordova - LAA 3 

  
 
Harding County:     
Wallace D. Berner - LAA 1 
  
 
Hidalgo County:     
Hollie M. Jones - LAA 3 
 
 
Lea County:     
Joel G. Klein - LAA 1 
  
 
Luna-Grant County:     
Suanne G. Delk - LAA 3 
Kenneth Stockton - LAA 4 
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McKinley County:     
Kathleen Arviso - LAA 1 
Vanessa Begay-Lee - LAA 2 
 
 
Otero-Lincoln County:     

Richard Montoya - LAA 3 

Innes Lewis - LAA 5 
 
 
Quay County:     
Eric Rush - LAA 3 
  

 
Rio Arriba County:     
Julian Vigil - LAA 3 
  

 
Roosevelt County:     
Diane Lieb - LAA 3 
 
 
San Juan County:     
Melody Arrington - LAA 2 
  
 
San Miguel County:     
Bobby Clouthier - LAA 3 
Manuel P. Villanueva - LAA 4 
 
 
Sierra County:     
Dale Gillis - LAA 2 
  
  
Socorro-Catron County:     
Bill A. Carrejo - LAA 1 
Linda Rosales - LAA 4 
 
 
Taos County:     
Amos Martinez - LAA 1 
 

COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION RESULTS 

 
New Mexico FSA would like to Congratulate Elected and Re-Elected County Com-
mittee (COC) members that will represent New Mexico’s Farmers and ranchers.  
 
FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the time to complete the election ballot. 
The COC  system works only because of your participation. 
 
Below is a list of newly Elected and Re-Elected COC Members in New Mexico: 
 
The County Committee members will hold their organizational meeting in January 
to determine who will serve as the County Committee Chairman and Vice-
Chairman. 

Torrance County:     
Matthew Connell - LAA 2 
Ted J. Trujillo - LAA 3 
 
 
Union County:     
Macario M. Sanchez - LAA 2 
 
 
Valencia-Cibola County:     
Randy B. White - LAA 1 

Elfego G. Aranda, Jr. - LAA 2 

Vicki Husbands - LAA 2 

Aaron L. Romero - LAA 4 

Important County Committee 

Election Dates 

June 15, 2013 Nomination period begins. 

Forms are available from 

your local FSA Office  

August 1, 2013 Last day to file nomination 

forms at the local FSA Of-

fice.  

November 5, 2013 Ballots mailed to eligible 

voters.  

December 3, 2013 Last day to return voted 

ballots to the local FSA 

Office.  

January 1, 2014 Elected committee mem-

bers and alternates take 

office.  



FOREIGN BUYERS NOTIFICATION  

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires 

all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to 

the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers 

this program for USDA.  

 

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold 

agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to 

FSA within 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form 

(FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair 

market value of the property. County government offices, realtors, 

attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded 

to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements.   

 

FARMING OPERATION CHANGES 

Producers who have bought or sold land, or added or dropped rented 

land from their operation must report those changes to the FSA of-

fice as soon as possible. A copy of the deed or recorded land contract 

for purchase property is needed to maintain accurate records with 

FSA. Failure to do so can lead to possible program ineligibility and 

penalties. While making record updates, be sure to update signature 

authorizations. Making record changes now will save time in the 

spring. 

 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE 
Any person convicted under federal or state law of a controlled sub-

stance violation could be ineligible for USDA payments or benefits.  

Violations include planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited plant.  

Prohibited plants include marijuana, opium, poppies and other drug 

producing plants. 

 

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS  

Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals 

with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing impairment. If accom-

modations are required, individuals should contact the county FSA 

office. 

 

POWER OF ATTORNEY 

For those who find it difficult to visit the county office because of 

work schedules, distance, health, etc…, FSA has a power of attorney 

form available that allows producers to designate another person to 

conduct business at the office. If interested, contact our office or any 

Farm Service Agency office for more information.  

 

BANK ACCOUNT CHANGES 

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically trans-

ferred into a bank account. In order for timely payments to be made, 

producers need to notify the FSA county office when an account has 

been changed or if another financial institution purchases the bank 

where payments are sent. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is 

not aware of updates to bank accounts and routing numbers. 

 

APPEAL PROCESS 

After an FSA official makes a decision on a request for USDA ser-

vices or application, the producer will be sent a letter informing him/

her of the decision and options that can be pursued.  

 

Generally, program participants have three choices — an informal 

review with the original agency decision-maker, an opportunity for 

mediation and finally an appeal to the next level of authority within the 

agency. 
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FSA SIGNATURE POLICY 

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save 

time and prevent a delay in program benefits. The following are FSA 

signature guidelines: 

Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and 

CCC programs in which either has an interest, unless written no-

tification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the 

county office 

Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an authorized 

signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, or other 

similar entities 

 

HISPANIC AND WOMEN FARMER AND RANCHER CLAIMS PROCESS  

USDA has announced that Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers 

who allege discrimination by the USDA in past decades can file 

claims between Sept. 24, 2012 and March 25, 2013. 

  

The process offers a voluntary alternative to litigation for each His-

panic or female farmer and rancher who can prove that USDA denied 

their applications for loan or loan servicing assistance for discrimina-

tory reasons for certain time periods between 1981 and 2000.  

 

As announced in February 2011, the voluntary claims process will 

make available at least $1.33 billion for cash awards and tax relief 

payments, plus up to $160 million in farm debt relief, to eligible His-

panic and women farmers and ranchers. There are no filing fees to 

participate in the program.  

 

The department will continue reaching out to potential Hispanic and 

female claimants, around the country to get the word out to individu-

als who may be eligible for this program so they have the opportunity 

to participate.  

 

Call center representatives can be reached at 1-888-508-4429. Claim-

ants must register for a claims package (by calling the number or vis-

iting the website) and the claims package will be mailed to claimants. 

All those interested in learning more or receiving information about 

the claims process and claims packages are encouraged to attend 

meetings in their communities about the claims process and contact 

the website or claims telephone number.  

 

Website: www.farmerclaims.gov  

Phone: 1-888-508-4429  

Claims Period: Sept. 24, 2012 - March 25, 2013.  
 

Independent legal services companies will administer the claims proc-

ess and adjudicate the claims. Although there are no filing fees to par-

ticipate and a lawyer is not required to participate in the claims proc-

ess, people seeking legal advice may contact a lawyer or other legal 

services provider.  

 

To read Secretary Tom Vilsack’s news release click on the following 

link: www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?

contentid=2012/09/0309.xml&contentidonly=true  

MIDAS is the Farm Service Agency's initiative to "Modernize and 

Innovate the Delivery of Agricultural Systems". The heart of the MI-

DAS initiative is to improve the delivery of FSA farm program bene-

fits and services through the re-engineering of farm program business 

processes and the adoption of enhanced and modernized information 

technology. MIDAS will modernize the delivery of farm programs 

and services. 

http://www.farmerclaims.gov
file://txcollegesc057/COLLE/Home/FSA/Brenda.Carlson/Newsletter/Users/murray.watts/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/T63VZ9ZB/www.usda.gov/wps/portal/us
file://txcollegesc057/COLLE/Home/FSA/Brenda.Carlson/Newsletter/Users/murray.watts/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/T63VZ9ZB/www.usda.gov/wps/portal/us
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County FSA Office Phone Number  County FSA Office Phone Number 

Chaves (575) 622-8745  Otero-Lincoln (575) 437–3100 

Colfax (575) 445-9471  Quay (575) 461-3612 

Curry (575) 762-4769  Rio Arriba (505) 753-3508 

De Baca (575) 355-2448  Roosevelt (686) 356-6629 

Dona Ana (575) 522 8775  San Juan (505) 334-3090 

Eddy (575) 887-3506  San Miguel-Mora (505) 425-7812 

Guadalupe (575) 472-5402  Sierra (575) 894-2563 

Harding (575) 485-2294  Socorro-Catron (575) 835-1710 

Hidalgo (575) 542-3241  Taos (575) 758-3863 

Lea (575) 396-5857  Torrance-Santa Fe (505) 384-2272 

Luna-Grant (575) 546-9291  Union (575) 374-9461 

McKinley (505) 722-9060  Valencia-Cibola-

Bernalillo-Sandoval 

(505) 365-4643 
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